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Built For Your Success
First Trust Portfolios L.P. and its affiliate, First Trust Advisors L.P. (collectively “First Trust”), have served financial professionals and their clients since 1991. 
We provide a comprehensive range of investment solutions, from turnkey portfolios to customizable strategies, backed by in-depth investment insights, practical 
tools, and dedicated support. Our mission is straightforward: to deliver the trusted products and resources that help financial professionals navigate market 
complexity, define goals, solve problems, and develop long-term strategies.

Unit Investment Trusts  |  Exchange-Traded Funds  |  Custom Wealth Solutions  |  Structured Investments  |  Alternative Investments

Separately Managed Accounts  |  Direct Indexing  |  Mutual Funds  |  Variable Annuities  |  Closed-End Funds

Brian Wesbury
Chief Economist

Brian Wesbury is Chief Economist at First Trust Advisors L.P. He also currently serves as a member of Hillsdale College’s Board of Trustees.

Brian has been a member of the Academic Advisory Council of the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago and was named a Fellow of the George W. Bush Presidential 
Center in Dallas, TX, where he worked closely with its 4%-Growth Project.

In 1995 and 1996, Brian served as Chief Economist for the Joint Economic Committee of the U.S. Congress. The Wall Street Journal has ranked Brian the nation’s #1 
U.S. economic forecaster, while USA Today ranked him as one of the nation’s top 10 forecasters. Consensus Economics ranked First Trust’s economics team the #1 
most accurate forecasters of the U.S. economy in 2022.

Brian began his career in 1982 at Harris Bank in Chicago. Former positions include Vice President and Economist for the Chicago Corporation and Senior Vice 
President and Chief Economist for Griffin, Kubik, Stephens & Thompson.

Brian received an MBA from Northwestern University’s Kellogg Graduate School of Management and a BA in Economics from the University of Montana. McGraw-
Hill published his first book, The New Era of Wealth, in October 1999. His second book, It’s Not As Bad As You Think, was published in November 2009 by John Wiley 
& Sons.

In 2011, Brian received the University of Montana’s Distinguished Alumni Award.


